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One of the most handsome structures on Bathhouse Row
in Hot Springs is the Fordyce Bathhouse, built from 1914
to 1915 to replace the Palace Bathhouse owned by Col.
Samuel W. Fordyce.

His own therapeutic use of the springs in 1872 and 1874
had apparently effected a cure after doctors had given him
only six months to live. He had the lavishly-appointed
facility built as a tribute to the curative powers he believed
the thermal springs possessed, but he also expected it to
be a good source of income.

The building was the first on Bathhouse Row to be
designed by Little Rock architects Mann and Stern,
Arkansas' most accomplished architectural firm in the first
half of the twentieth century. Constructed under the



supervision of Fordyce's son John Rison, it eventually cost
over $220,000 to build, equip, and furnish. The Fordyce
opened for business on March 1, 1915.

The exterior walls of the Fordyce Building's second and third floors
are brick in shades of gold, forming a tapestry design. The window
surrounds are ivory-glazed, sculpted terra-cotta sporting dolphins
and mermaids, with the Neptune's face centered atop each of the
second floor windows in the front. The first floor exterior walls are
constructed of pearl-grey Batesville stone cut into large blocks. Red
roof tiles cover the wide overhangs across the front roof.

A porch with a red-tile deck extends from the front lobby; its canopy
is of glass and copper with a stained glass, lighted marquee. From
the exterior of the building front, passersby can look up through
French door windows into the third floor lounge room with its vaulted
stained-glass ceiling, lighted from above for dramatic effect.

The bathhouse's interior is extremely elaborate, with three main
floors, two courtyards, a roof garden, and a basement under most of
the building. Marble is lavishly employed throughout the bathhouse.



The stairs between floors are pink marble. On the first floor, the lobby
walls and the bath stall partitions are white marble veined with gray,
while the front desk is trimmed with green marble historically said to
be “oriental.” The iceboxes in the third floor parlors are also gray-
veined white marble.

On both second and third floors, the door sills are a gray marble with
dark gray veining. Probably due to the interruption in European trade
during World War |, Fordyce was unable to import Carrara marble
from Europe, but he eventually found a suitable supply at Peoria,
lllinois and sent bathhouse manager Jack Manier to examine the
available stock. He hoped that Manier, who had worked for the
company as a boy, could use his influence to get the material
shipped more quickly.

The Peoria Stone and Marble Works of lllinois eventually shipped at
least $4500.00 worth of marble to the bathhouse under a subcontract
with Southwestern Tile Company of Little Rock for a bond of
$5000.00.

This marble had probably been imported earlier from quarries in
Carrara, Italy. a primary source for both statuary and architectural
marble for at least the last 2000 years. Peoria was home to several
marble, limestone, and granite quarries, but the marble apparently
was prone to fracturing, which may have made it a poor choice for
architectural use. Carrara marble comes in a wide range of colors
and other characteristics; one type is called “verde oriental” and is
probably the type used on the lobby desk. Southwestern Tile
Company (the marble and tile contractor) supplied additional marble
for approximately $3,500. The total cost of marble, tiles, and labor for
installing both finally came to $21,622.21.

The original plastering in the building was done by the Acme Plaster
Company of St. Louis for just over $600. The Fordyces had originally
planned to leave much of it unpainted, its natural white color
coordinating with the glazed wall tiling. However, when the plastering
was finished on 15 December 1914, it was "very much discolored"”
with yellow streaks, so much so that John Fordyce suggested it be
painted as soon as it was sufficiently cured, after the first of January,
1915. The painting for the entire building was contracted out to Klein
Paint Company in Hot Springs for its bid of $900 and an additional
promise that the company would replace the paint at its own expense
if it peeled off.

The white glazed hollow tiles or bricks below the plaster on many of
the plastered walls were probably purchased from the Hydraulic-
Press Brick Company of St. Louis.

One may wonder why St. Louis companies were used in the
construction of Fordyce Bathhouse. Samuel W. Fordyce had a great
many business connections in St. Louis through his interest in the
Little Rock, Hot Springs and Western Railroad founded by him and



presided over by his son William in St. Louis around this time period.
His partnership in the Arlington Hotel (apparently linked financially
with the Planters Hotel and Jefferson Hotel in St. Louis) may also
have had an influence. In addition, John R. Fordyce had strong
connections in St. Louis, having graduated from Washington
University. Quite a few Little Rock companies also had construction
contracts with the Fordyces; the Thomas-Fordyce Manufacturing
Company run by John R. Fordyce was based in Little Rock, and
John's principal residence was there.

On the three main floors, ceramic tile of varying and often elaborate
patterns covers all the floors except the gymnasium, with its
varnished maple floor. Third floor lounge rooms benefited from the
glow of gas log fireplaces. The majority of the bathing furniture was
white enameled metal, while lounge furniture was mostly light, airy
wicker with Spanish leather upholstery.

A spacious 100 foot long assembly/lounge room

with a vaulted ceiling and carefully detailed

woodwork occupies the west side of the third floor.

Several small painted glass panels with designs of

¥ classical musical instruments are featured in the

== skylight of this room, which also has components
= of antigue and opalescent stained glass.

. Twenty-two private resting rooms, a beauty parlor,
_ the "largest, best equipped gymnasium in the
entire southwest,” women's massage room, a
smoking and billiards room, and a writing and
music room completed the third floor. In 1938 a
mercury-rubbing room no longer needed was
replaced by a Hubbard tub room with a motorized
patient lift and trolley system to transport non-
ambulatory patients from the elevator.

Social areas for use by both sexes at the same time included the
basement, the lobby, the gymnasium, the third floor assembly room,
and the roof garden. Rooms (such as the electromechanotherapy
room and the hydrotherapy room) used by both sexes at different
times were designed with entrances on both sides of the bathhouse
that could be locked or closed to control ingress and egress.

The staff of the Fordyce was extensive, although in the beginning, at
least, it was smaller than that of the Buckstaff or the Maurice
Bathhouses. Shortly after the bathhouse opened for business, the
staff included 1) a porter who assisted in the pack room in addition
to cleaning the lobby and the front of the building; 2) an elevator
operator who also cleaned the roof garden, palm room and third floor
parlors twice a day; 3) a third floor maid in charge of cleaning all the
state rooms, closets, halls, and toilets on that floor twice a day; 4) a
second floor maid and a second floor janitor who sorted and



inventoried linens before and after laundering, handing them out to
the bathers when required, and cleaning and locking their respective
areas; 5) bath attendants (unspecified number); 6) mercury rubbers;
7) masseurs (unspecified number); 8) two men to clean the
gymnasium and basement twice a day and reset the ten pins on the
bowling alley at five cents a game; 9) a bell boy working for tips; 10)
a hair dresser; 11) a building engineer; 12) an office staff of three
people, including the manager and his wife. Most of the employees
in direct contact with the public were not paid salaries but worked for
commission or tips.

The Fordyces briefly considered hiring only white attendants who had
"certificates from Battle Creek or other institutions of a like character”
in order to secure experienced and licensed personnel. The bath
attendant training instituted by the late medical director, Harry
Hallock, may have been temporarily suspended, and probably few
local workers had the necessary qualifications the newer
bathhouses, with their sophisticated equipment and methods,
required. Billy Maurice, owner of the Maurice Bathhouse, suggested
that the "best bathhouses" send someone up north to hire
experienced attendants there. However, nothing is known to have
come of this plan. Many of the attendants at the Fordyce and other
bathhouses were black. The Buckstaff Bathhouse was an exception,
advertising that its personnel were all white and boasting, "This
means service." That discriminatory practice was halted in the 1960s.
When a white attendant was hired at the Maurice Bathhouse, black
personnel reportedly participated in a work stoppage, but bathhouses
generally functioned smoothly with personnel of different races
working together.

BASEMENT

The most unusual equipment in the basement was the ice machine
which "turn[ed] the boiling water to an icy temperature without
permitting exposure to the air.” It cooled thermal water for mixing with
the hot water in baths, douches, and showers, provided cold water
to drink and to use in cold packs, and cooled the air in the ventilation
system to prevent excessively high temperatures in the building. On
the warmest days up to 600 pounds of commercial ice were used for
additional cooling of drinking water. In the 1930s the worn-out ice
machine was dismantled, and a smaller one was installed which
supplied only a portion of the demand.

A unique recreational feature found in the Fordyce basement was a
two-lane bowling alley purchased from the Brunswick-Balke-
Collender Company of Memphis, Tennessee. The alleys and playing
equipment cost $850.00; four additional balls (circumference 27
inches) were purchased for $12.00 each, along with an extra set of
regulation ten pins, which only cost $3.50. Brushes and other
maintenance supplies cost an additional $11.65. Over the years the



alley fell into disrepair and was removed in the 1950s. The restrooms
now occupy that space.

The basement also displays Fordyce Spring Number 46, released
during the 1914 building excavation. It flows into a tiled enclosure
with a grotto encrusted with quartz crystals in the foreground and can
be viewed through plate glass. Originally, the Fordyce directed the
water from its spring into a large reservoir below the northwest corner
of the basement, pumped some of it to a cooling station in the
basement (later replaced by a cooling tower behind the building), and
stored the cooled water in large tanks. In the early 1930s a central
collection and distribution center was completed which collected
thermal water from all the springs, stored it in a reservoir under the
administration building, and pumped it to the bathhouses. Individual
reservoirs were no longer required. The basement also contained
work rooms and rooms for the needs of the employees and storage
spaces. There was no in-house laundry.

PORCH

The copper canopy and marquee, supported by heavy copper chains
and embellished with green art-glass panels reading, "Fordyce Bath
House," was built by S. J. Cochran from the sheet metal department
of Hamp Williams Hardware Company, a local business. The
contracted cost for materials and installation was $1720.00. National
Park Service emergency stabilization funds were used to extensively
repair the marquee in 1983.

The porch furniture originally consisted of ladder-backed rockers,
settees and straight-backed chairs. Several years later (the exact
date is not known at present), Adirondack-style chairs of the type
now seen on the porch replaced the original furniture. The chairs
currently used on the porch are not historic reproductions; they are
simply modern Adirondack-style chairs.

The motto on the Fordyce family crest can be roughly translated as
"They will rise higher who aim higher.” The crest was formerly on the
front doors, but when the original doors were replaced with
automated ones in the summer of 2002 the crest was not replaced.

LOBBY

The entrance lobby is noteworthy because of its marble pilasters,
stained glass clerestory in a water lily motif, and terra-cotta fountains.
The leaded art glass was purchased from the Condie-Neale Glass
Company (later known as the Condie-Bray Glass and Paint
Company) of St. Louis; the total contracted cost of all of the art glass
in the building was $1700.00. The company also provided the mirrors



in the lobby, dressing rooms and elsewhere, along with nickel-plated
screws to fasten them to the walls.

The terracotta lobby fountains were probably purchased through the
marble and tile contractor, Southwestern Tile Company of Little
Rock, Arkansas, who also supplied and installed the tile floors in the
building. However, they were designed and manufactured by the
American Encaustic Tile Company in Zanesville, Ohio. Hot water
from the Fordyce Spring flowed from the north fountain, while the
other offered cooled water. Members of the public were welcome to
come in and drink from the lobby fountains at no charge.

The rocking chairs in the lobby are reproductions, manufactured by
the Wicker Shop, Inc., 210 North Lee Street, Alexandria, Virginia.

The cloakroom umbrella rack (actually three racks joined by the
manufacturer into one unit) and the set of twenty-five swing arm coat
racks were purchased from the Backus Novelty Company of
Smethport, Pennsylvania, for $73.00 and $166.75 respectively. Both
could be locked, securing the object stored; the flat "key" could be
removed, and only by replacing it into the proper slot could the items
be retrieved.

LADIES' BATHING DEPARTMENT

Although they took up less space, the women's facilities actually
offered the same services as the men's. The women's departments
are smaller than the men's in all of the bathhouses simply because
the designers expected fewer female patrons. When the bathhouses
were built, women generally did not travel as extensively as men.
However, even when more women
began coming to the area, most of the
bathhouses were still able to cope with
the increased business. This was not so
for the Fordyce. The women's bath hall
i was soon overcrowded. Consequently
the room grew very hot, forcing
management to move the needle shower
to the pack room. At the same time,
demand for massage services and sitz
tubs also grew. Spaces were reassigned
for massages, and more sitz tubs were
added.

Twenty-nine bath tubs were originally
installed: twenty-one in the men's bath hall, seven in the women's
bath hall, and one in the hydrotherapy room. Metal fixtures were
highly plated with nickel to resist corrosion from the humidity and the
alkaline water; some of the plating was recently restored, some not.



This leaded art glass was also supplied by the Condie-Neale Glass
Company. Inthe 1987-88 restoration, two windows in the ladies' bath
hall had to be replaced, along with mismatched pieces in an earlier
repair of stained glass from the ladies' pack room. The lead cames
also had to be replaced.

The needle shower is actually the one from the men's pack room, but
it has been installed where the shower in the women's bath hall
originally was located. A few of the bath stalls have full steam
cabinets; a full cabinet is also located next to the corner bath stall.

HYDROTHERAPY ROOM

Originally, all five specialty rooms were available to either men or
women at specified times. Patrons were required to make
appointments and frequently to bring medical prescriptions for the
services.

The electric light bath or sun-ray cabinet provided dry heat up to 200
degrees for from three to forty minutes according to prescription. This
was considered effective in reducing pain and swelling in joints. It
was always followed by a stint of cooling therapy, such as a rest in
the frigid cabinet installed next to it or a trip to the needle shower.
The porcelain-topped table (an embalmer's table) was used to give
vaginal douches, salt glow treatments, and high colonics.



The hydroelectric bath provided three different types of low-grade
current for varying effects--the monopolar current as a muscle
exerciser or relaxer, the dipolar faradic current as a tonic, and the

dipolar galvanic current as a sedative. Fixed electrodes of varying
sizes could be selectively charged at the cabinet on the wall--one at
a time for monopolar currents, two at a time for dipolar ones. In
monopolar applications, an electrode fixed across the widest part of
the bath and covered with leather would be grasped by the bather
while another electrode would be applied to some part of the body
not submerged in water. In dipolar applications, the patient would be
fully immersed, and the current would pass through the water
between two electrodes. The electrodes are missing from the
apparatus, but the photograph on exhibit provides one example of
how they could be positioned. Note that precautions were taken to
prevent accidental grounding of the current: the drain is not
connected to the tub, and faucets are placed out of the reach of
patients.

The sitz tub in this room was reserved for those receiving mercury
treatments. Mercury was administered by mouth, by injection, or as
a rub, to benefit syphilitics. Only rubs were given in the bathhouses,
where blue mercury ointment was rubbed on the skin. Since mercury
is highly poisonous, it was best to get it through the patient's system
quickly, and the very hot sitz bath promoted quick absorption. Other
sitz tubs were used to treat a variety of lower body ailments. Drinking
large quantities of water and taking sitz baths were regarded as a
long term cure for constipation.

The control table operated the Scotch douche, the needle shower,
and the sprays in the sitz tub. The Scotch douche provided
pressurized sprays of water, alternately hot and cold, up and down



the spinal column or to particular locations, such as a paralyzed
muscle. Spinal treatments were beneficial for nervous conditions,
chronic low back pain, and other ailments.

MEN'S BATHING DEPARTMENT

The closet-like cabinets in the tub stalls are "head-in" cabinets.
Head-out steam cabinets are located close by. Steam cabinets were
very popular on the men's side. The ultimate exposure to the heat
was in the Turkish hot room. The door read 150 degrees, but it rarely
approached 140 degrees. The hot room was just off men’s pack
room in the northeast corner of the first floor. When the fire escape
was added during the 1980s restoration, this room unfortunately had
to be eliminated.

Patients with problems in the lower extremities would sit in the small
sitz tubs (found in the corner stalls) for 10 minutes at 108 degrees.
Sitz baths were considered to be efficacious for pain from
hemorrhoids and chronic lower back pain as well as for prostate
problems. The sitz bath would be followed by hot packs in the pack
room (now housing the park theater). Next, the patient would relax
in the cooling room (now the site of the bookstore and the Braille
exhibit room). The massage rooms on the second and third floors
would be the final step in the treatment regime.



Neptune’s Daughter

The large skylight, entitled "Neptune's Daughter,” was purchased
from the Condie-Neale Glass Company with the rest of the building's
leaded art glass. The skylight is composed of approximately 8,000
pieces, which integrate opalescent, antique, and painted glass, into
a breath-taking work of art. The skylight was damaged in an ice
storm, but most of the original pieces were recovered. When it was
repaired in 1980, additional supports were included to support the
glass more securely.

The ceramic statue and fountain in the center of the hall were not
original fixtures of the bath hall but were installed a year after the
bathhouse opened. The ten-piece faience fountain, purchased from
the American Encaustic Tile Company of Zanesville, Ohio (a
subcontractor of the Southwestern Tile Company of Little Rock,
Arkansas), was shipped in February 1916. It cost $750.00 plus

shipping.

Called "The Fountain of Youth,” the romanticized tableau of
Hernando DeSoto receiving thermal water from a Caddo Indian
maiden reflected late owner John R. Fordyce's scholarly interest in
both Hernando DeSoto and American Indians as well as the local
legend that DeSoto and his entourage visited the springs in 1541.
However, in a letter to Sam, John credited bathhouse manager Jack
Manier with the original idea for the tableau.

He may have hoped his father, who was balking at all the “extras”
John was adding to the bathhouse, would be more open to the idea
of the fountain if it came from Manier. The statue was reportedly
painted to resemble bronze, but the original fired colors are now



largely exposed. Iron, calcium carbonate, and other mineral deposits
from the thermal water that formerly flowed from the fountain have
also streaked the surface with their own characteristic colors. The
fountain has been supplied with city water since the restoration. A
chlorine filter was added to the supply line in 2001 to protect the
remaining glaze and paint. Only two of the benches are original. The
shower door in the men's exhibit bath stall was replated around
1994.

SECOND FLOOR HALLWAY

When the bathhouse was in operation, people could not travel freely
between the men's and women's sides as they do today. During the
restoration a doorway was cut into the wall between the men's and
women's sides. The large exhibit room (formerly the men's dressing
room and lounge) also has a double doorway cut through to the
ladies' side for a fire exit. The elevator was even equipped with doors
on both sides to provide access to both the men's and women's side,
and of course ladies and gentlemen did not ride together in the
elevator. The shoeshine stand was on the men's side where the
doorway is now; banks of small metal lockers lined the wall on the
ladies’ side.

ELEVATOR

The original Otis elevator was more than merely a convenience; it
was an essential service in a building with numerous patrons with
illnesses and disabilities that made climbing stairs difficult if not
impossible. It carried people throughout all three floor levels and the
basement, and its ingenuous arrangement of steel folding doors
allowed one elevator to serve both sides of the bathhouse. The



elevator operator controlled access to the building; men and women
were not allowed to ride the elevator together except to the
basement, where there was no bathing. The elevator itself cost
$3094.00; the folding doors, along with the stairs and other steel
work, were completed for $2,863.25 by the Laser Manufacturing
Company of St. Louis.

The elevator car is original, as are the exterior doors and the
accordion-fold door on the ladies' side. The mechanisms in the
elevator are all new, as is the functioning door. Some of the original
mechanisms are on display in the basement. Originally, the elevator
penthouse on the roof covered the large pulley wheel and the
elevator shaft functioned as part of the building's sophisticated
system for moving air throughout it.

CHIROPODY ROOM

The chiropody room served both men and women; curtains were
pulled for privacy. When it first opened, therapy was $.50/foot. The
list of services is on an electric panel door on the men's side. When
the Hubbard tub was added to the room above in 1939, its bottom
extended below the ceiling and had to be supported by a framework
of steel beams. Although much of the additional weight was
transferred to the interior load bearing wall, it still created structural
stresses which resulted in cracks in this part of the building.

MEN'S AND LADIES' DRESSING HALLS

The wooden dressing stalls are constructed of birch with a mahogany
stain. They were built by Chas. T. Abeles and Company of Little
Rock, who secured the contract with a bid of $3855.55; they were
paid $3,948.30 upon completion of the job.

The small gray lockers were used to store bathing gear between
visits, or shoes while bathing and personal items. The video room
was at one time a men's cooling room and later became another
massage room. Fashions changed considerably during the time
period presented, particularly for women. In 1915, women would
have been considered immodest if their hem length was more than
six inches above the floor. By 1923, hem length was at the knee, and
women were even wearing flesh colored stockings. Corsets were
also on their way out.

COURTYARDS

Basking in the sun has always been a spa activity. It was fashionable
that upper class ladies have paler skin so sunning was done in
moderation. The Fordyce, the Maurice, and Buckstaff all had roof
gardens, but the Fordyce also had interior courtyards, providing an



opportunity for nude sunbathing. The courtyard was divided by a high
wooden wall that down the middle of the skylight over the men's bath
hall. The shadow of the support beam is still visible on the east wall.
Only the Fordyce offered this amenity.

ELECTROMECHANOTHERAPY ROOM

The electromechanotherapy room is another of the specialty rooms
used by both sexes, though not at the same time. Originally twice its
present size, the room held Zander physical therapy machines and
other electrical and/or mechanical exercise devices. After his father
Sam’s death in 1919, John Fordyce inherited the bathhouse. He
subsequently annexed half the electromechanotherapy space to
create two additional men’s massage rooms, probably because
massages brought more income into the bathhouse than the
electromechanotherapy services and were also in higher demand.
The remaining space retained its original use until the building
closed, but it is now an exhibit area for the park’s rare Zander
machines, invented in the 1860s by Swedish physician Gustav
Zander.

Some of the bathhouse’s original
Zander machines may have
been disposed of when the room
was cut in half; others might
have remained until 1944, when
all bathhouses managers agreed
to eliminate electrical and
mechanical devices from their
bathhouses.. Very few of these
machines still exist in this
country. The machines exhibited
here were donated to us by The
Homestead in Hot Springs,
Virginia, a luxurious and historic spa still in operation today.
The Zander devices were very much ahead of their time,
emphasizing strength training through gradual increases in
weight and range of motion.

MEN'S MASSAGE ROOMS

Exercise and physical manipulation of muscles, bones and joints has
proven value in maintaining physical strength and recovery from
injury. The benefits of physical therapy were recognized in nineteenth
century America, and the hot bath was a useful adjunct for massage
and physical therapy. The baths relieved pain and relaxed taut



muscles so that deeper manipulations could be done. The
masseuses and masseurs in the Hot Springs bathhouses strictly
followed the principles of Swedish massage. Descendants of some
electric devices seen in these rooms continue to be used in medical
therapies today--for example, the portable ultraviolet light cabinet,
the infrared heat lamp, and the hand-held electric vibrators with
vacuum electrode attachments.

THE ASSEMBLY ROOM

The picture that appears on the stand shows the room as it was prior
to restoration. The cabinetry was installed in the 1930s to display
John Fordyce’s extensive collection of Native American and Spanish
artifacts and a gun collection. Most of the collection was donated to
Washington University in St. Louis, John's undergraduate alma
mater, and to the Museum of Science and History in MacArthur Park
in Little Rock. During the restoration the cabinets were removed. The
wicker currently in the room originally came from the Superior
Bathhouse; it was restored and repainted during the bathhouse
restoration

As discussed below, the ladies' parlor was eventually turned into a
beauty parlor. The billiards room became the manager’s office.
When the bathhouse closed in 1962, the owners invited family
members, workers, and friends to take furnishings, many of which
had been in the bathhouse since 1915. To fill in for all of these
missing pieces, the park purchased furniture at auction from the
other bathhouses after they closed. Addtional period pieces were
purchased from antique venders before the Fordyce reopened in
1989. Most of the plant stands are reproductions; the hour-glass
shaped wicker stand in the ladies’ parlor is a period piece not original
to the bathhouse.

Although the room was designated “the assembly room,” in
brochures and other documents, it was also called the music room
(because of the musical motifs in the stained glass and the concerts
given there) the palm room (it was replete with parlor palms), and the
solarium.

HUBBARD TUB ROOM

John R. Fordyce installed a monorail leading to the Hubbard Tub
Room in 1939. He wanted to make the Fordyce a polio treatment
center in the 1930's; he even corresponded with FDR about
successful treatments. FDR, of course, took treatments in Warm
Springs, GA. (FDR came to Hot Springs on June 15, 1936, to help
celebrate the State Centennial; he visited the Fordyce at that time,
but he did not bathe here.)



Hubbard tubs, named after
the man who designed
them, are still very much in
use today. Exercise in warm
water for paralyzed persons
IS much less painful due to
increased buoyancy.

Because of World War I, it
was difficult to hire qualified
therapists, the cost of water
and loss of "down time"
while the tub was emptied,
cleaned, and refilled each
time led to the
discontinuance of its use. The picture of the room on the
right is from a color brochure printed during the early
1940s.

LADIES' SIDE HALL

The beauty parlor proved to be so popular
and profitable that the service was moved
to the ladies' parlor. A shampoo sink
replaced the icebox sink, and salon-style
hair dryers were installed. The first beauty
parlor room became a second women’s
massage room.

The rest of the hallway contained private

staterooms that could be rented for a

nominal fee. They were not used as

overnight sleeping rooms; they simply

offered a more private and spacious
resting room for those using bathhouse facilities. Only one has been
furnished; the rest are home to the library, research room, and
storage. The Maurice was the only other bathhouse on the Row to
have staterooms



THE GYMNASIUM

The Fordyce's co-ed gymnasium was a daring innovation in 1915.
Fordyce was hardly exaggerating when he advertised the gym as the
"largest, best equipped gymnasium in the entire Southwest.”
However, he had planned a gym only half its size. His son John
convinced him that by building a larger facility the bathhouse might
attract some of the baseball team players and other athletes who
came for training at Hot Springs.

Former patrons have said that most women did not want to share
such a facility and instead used the electromechanotherapy room.
The gym was used by numerous professional athletes, not only
baseball players, but also professional prizefighters. The boxing ring
left a square on the floor lighter than the surrounding area, and it still
is visible. Except for the rope ladder, climbing ropes, and other rope
components, the equipment in the room is original. When the
Fordyces decided not to reopen the building, they donated most of
the equipment to the local Boy's Club. The managers of the Boy’s
Club sold it back to the park during the restoration and refurnishing
of the building.

ROOF GARDEN

A narrow, twisting staircase leads from the third floor to the roof
garden. Men and women enjoyed the sun and cool breezes together
“up on the roof.” No one was allowed on the roof when the courtyard
just below the roof was in use though. Peeking was too easy.



The Fordyce today

The Park Service Staff keep the Fordyce Bathhouse clean as a
whistle and is always smiling and happy. There is no admission, but
like | said before, contributions are accepted in the lobby. Every
penny is used to help other rennovation projects here move forward.

The Fordyce today is an adventure that is more fun alone than with
a group. You can pick up a self-guiding tour pamphlet at the front
desk and off you go. At your own speed you can pause for as long
as you like at each of the exhibits, in any of the rooms, and dash on
ahead when you see something exciting just ahead.

Ask for me, Sharon Shugart, at the front desk. | am usually around
the place somewhere, and glad to meet new readers of my books.

Sincerely yours



thanks you for taking a look at one of the
hundreds of free books offered to you from its
cache.
This new electronic publisher is found on
theweb at http://www.BrowzerBooks.Com/
To keep abreast of the new books published
by Browzer Books subscribe to the New
Books newsletter found on the web at:
http://quikonnex.com/channel/subscribe/talewins-books/233

Be sure to give a copy of this book to anyone you feel
would appreciate the gift. Or, send your friends to visit
the Share Your State web page found at
http://www.ShareYourState.Com/Ark/bathfordyce.htm
to pick up a copy just for themselves, free of charge,
of course.

To learn more about the Hot Springs area, and the
other bathhouses theretoo, and for free ScreenSavers
of the other bathhouses, send vyour little surfer
scooting to

http://www.ShareYourState.Com/Ark/hotsprings.htm

Share Your State offers a great variety of articles,
stories, links, maps, events and other valuable
information for each of the states and parts of Canada.

Get your share of free maps and travel kits for every
state in the Union at:
http://www.ShareYourState.Com/stateinfo.htm
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